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effect of the treatment? I am getting back a little sleep and enjoyment
of life. Better work, hopes, projects, etc. . . . and longing to travel.
Splendid weather for the last three days after a long return of winter.
But nothing yet to say in this notebook; my inner life has not re-
sumed and I am living only on the surface,
13 May
Lunched the day before yesterday at Sevres, at the Bertaux', with
J. Schlumberger, the Thomas Manns, and the Soupaults. I did not yet
know Thomas Mann, who had been so kind to me on several occasions
that I could not decently ignore his being in Paris. Meeting under ex-
cellent circumstances, which I am happy to owe to Bertaux. Very good
lunch; most cordial atmosphere; natural and sprightly conversation. It
was perfect.
Thomas Mann and especially his wife speak French perfectly. More-
over their pronunciation, when they express themselves in German, is
so distinct that not a word escaped me.
I liked both of them enough to be eager to see them again. It seems
to me that one can talk with him effortlessly of anything and every-
thing.
Devout Spain2S is burning her convents more ferociously than did
ever the land of Voltaire. It can certainly be said that she richly de-
serves these excesses and that her ancient Inquisition prepared these
long-range reprisals. And it would not even be necessary to go back so
far. I doubt if that fury is a sign of real liberation, alas! There is some-
thing spasmodic about it that might well not last.
I should like to ask those who are shocked by such violences how a
chick can get out of the egg without breaking the shell.
But above all I should like to live long enough to see Russia's plan
succeed and the states of Europe obliged to accept what they insisted
on ignoring. How could so novel a reorganization have been achieved
without, first, a period of profound disorganization? Never have I bent
over the future with a more passionate curiosity. My whole heart ap-
plauds that gigantic and yet entirely human undertaking.
Those who are most inclined to doubt of its success are precisely
the believers who used to profess the greatest scorn for doubt as soon
as it touched their religious convictions. They do not admit a faith so
different in nature from their mystical faith. And faced with this mira-
cle to be accomplished, a quite natural and practical miracle (so that
it caa be called a miracle only by misuse of the term), they play the
28 Gide uses the expression "Satin Slipper Spain'' because of Claudel's
drama> Le Soulier de satin (1929), in which the heroine entrusts her satin
slipper, as a symbol of her virtue, to a statue of the Virgin.